Echographic patterns of just evolving acute pancreatitis: an experimental study.
The earliest echographic manifestations of just evolving acute pancreatitis were studied in five dogs. Fifteen minutes after induction of acute pancreatitis, the pancreas was excised. Serial echographic and microscopic cuts were performed in exactly corresponding levels of each pancreas. In all slices containing a pancreatic necrosis of 50% or more, the echographic pattern was abnormal. In extended pancreatic necrosis (i.e., 75-100% necrosis), a characteristic sonographic pattern could be observed, allowing differentiation from interstitial acute pancreatitis and minor necroses.